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the embarrassment to the law-abiding Liberals in the struggle which
would follow. He was moreover a landlord himself and had a latent
sympathy with the landowning point of view. To all this his lieu-
tenants replied that the situation would not wait on any of these
expediencies, and that disorder was just as sure on the one line as on
the other. In any case it followed. In vain did the new Chief
Secretary, Sir Michael Hicks Beach, and his emissary, Sir Redvers
Buller, appeal to the landlords not to insist on their legal rights. The
landlords were quite sure that they knew Ireland better than these
British officials; they knew that the tenant could pay, if he were
pressed ; they were persuaded that the whole fabric of law and order
would go to pieces if they yielded either to the threats of the " rebel "
Irish or the blandishments of their English friends. As the winter
came on evictions multiplied and were attended by scandalous scenes,
but in the great majority of cases the landlords found themselves
compelled either to accept the reduced rents or get nothing and turn
their tenants on to the roadside amid the execrations of their neigh-
bours. The vision of a quiet Ireland peacefully accepting the rejection
of Home Rule was now rapidly fading, and the country was com-
mitted to the struggle between " conciliation and coercion " which
was to fill the next five years.
Meanwhile the Cowper Commission had been exploring the situa-
tion in Ireland and in February, 1887, it told the Government that
legislation of the kind that their Chief Secretary had denounced as
a surrender to blackmail had become imperative. In March they
introduced a Bill which, though falling short of the general revision
of judicial rents which the Commission recommended, yet gave the
Courts power to abate arrears, and finally to fix reasonable rents for
the remainder of the judicial term. In the meantime Sir Michael
Hicks Beach had resigned the Chief Secretaryship, and been succeeded
by Salisbury's nephew, Mr. Arthur Balfour, who also had declared
it to be " folly and madness '* to break the solemn contracts between
landlord and tenant.
All parties were now in a state of great embarrassment. Tories of
the stricter sect looked on in dismay when in their new Land Bill
the Government yielded to agitation a large part of wjiat it had
refused to argument in the previous year, and said loudly that the axe
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